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The Recognition of a “Palestinian State” between
Political Symbolism and the Reality of Occupation
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ABSTRACT: This paper examines the recent wave of recognitions of a “Palestinian
state” announced by several Western countries on the sidelines of the UN General As-
sembly in September 2025. It analyzes the motivations behind these recognitions and

¥ Geneva questions whether they mark a genuine policy shift. The paper also considers their dip-
Graduate lomatic and political implications as a “third wave” of recognition of a Palestinian
Institute of

International and ~ State, arguing that despite their symbolic value, these recognitions do not represent a
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evelopmen real emancipatory step but serve to reproduce the eroded “two-state solution” discourse

Studies,
Switzerland and paradigm within global hegemonic structures.
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Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, the Arab Republic of Egypt, the State of Qatar,
the Republic of Tiirkiye, the Republic of Indonesia, the Federal Republic of
Nigeria, and the State of Palestine, as well as the Secretaries-General of the
League of Arab States and the Organization of Islamic Cooperation.
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